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me, if lie sliould play upon his flute to me; Ms
sister said, site believed my head could not bear it;
I bowed and said, Pray madam do not hinder it, I
love the flute very much; then his sister said, Well
do then brother; with that he pulled out the key
of his closet; Dear sister, says he, I am very lazy, do
step and fetch my flute, it lies in such a drawer,
naming a place where he was sure it was not, that
she might be a little while a looking for it.

As soon as she was gone, he related the whole
story to me of the discourse his brother had about
me, and his concern about it, which was -the reason
of his contriving this visit. I assured him, I had
never opened my mouth, either to his brother or to
anybody else: I told him the dreadful exigence I
was in; that my love to him, and his offering to
have me forget that affection, and remove it to
another, had thrown me down; and that I had a
thousand times wished I might die, rather than re-
cover, and to have the same circumstances to
struggle with as I had before : I added that I fore-
saw that as soon as I was well, I must quit the
family, and that as for marrying his brother, I ab-
horred the thoughts of it, after what had been
my case with him, and that he might depend upon
it, I would never see his brother again upon that
subject. That if he would break all his vows and
oaths, and engagements with me, be that between
his conscience and himself: but he should never
be able to say, that I whom he had persuaded to call
myself his wife, and who had given him the liberty
to use me as a wife, was not as faithful to him as a
wife ought to be, whatever he might be to me.

He was going to reply, and had said that he was
sorry I could not be persuaded, and was a-going to
say more, but he heard his sister a-coming, and so
did I; and yet I forced out these few words as a